
 

Contra Costa County 

Fish and Wildlife Committee (FWC) 
Date: November 20, 2013 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 
 

Location:  County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunch room (squad room) 
2475 Waterbird Way, Martinez CA 94553 

(Map is attached.) 
 

AGENDA 
 
3:00  Introductions.  
 
3:05 Review/Approve minutes from the October 16, 2013 meeting.  
  
3:10 Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the 

agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are 
discussed. 

 
3:15 Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members.  Includes discussion on 

implementation of actions authorized previously, on correspondence received, and on upcoming 
meetings of interest to the FWC 

 
3:20 Presentation on the Movement Patterns and Habitat Use by the Western Pond Turtle 

project. (Dave Riensche, East Bay Regional Park District)   
 
3:45 Continue discussion to consider developing an outline for recommendations and/or white 

paper on cats and wildlife. Review and discuss the brochure submitted by the Mt. Diablo 
Audubon Society. 

 
4:00 Consider making a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to renew or replace the 

member of the FWC designated to serve on the County’s Integrated Pest Management 
Advisory Committee.  
 

4:05 Review and approve the draft 2013 annual report to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
4:15 Continue to discuss the Wildlife in Your Backyard brochure.   
 
4:30 Determine the agenda for the next meeting.  The next regular meeting date is December 18, 

2013.  Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:  
• Consider developing recommendations and/or a white paper on rodenticide use in the County.  
• Presentation on problem weeds.  

 
5:00  Adjourn 

 
 
 

Times are approximate.  Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-674-7831 / maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or John Kopchik at 925-674-
7819 / john.kopchik@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & 

Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda.  The FWC will provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities 
planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the meeting. 



County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunchroom  
(squad room) 

 
 

 
 
From Hwy 680: 
1. Merge onto CA-4W 
2. Continue with the directions from Hwy 4. 
 
From Hwy 4: 
1. Take the Pacheco Blvd exit. 
2. Merge onto Pacheco Blvd. 
3. Turn onto Blum Road (North past Police Department). 
4. Turn right onto Imhoff Drive (a cemetery is at the corner of Blum and Imhoff). 
5. Turn left onto Waterbird. (There is a Top Soil / Clean Dirt sign at the corner). 
6. Turn left onto the Public Works Maintenance building after you pass County’s gas 
pumping station. Once you are in the parking lot, pass the building on your right. Park 
your car near the side entrance (not the front entrance). Enter through the side entrance. 
 
Our meeting room is on your left once you enter the building.  Please ask the receptionist 
to direct you if you have trouble finding the meeting room. 

 
 



 
Draft Meeting Minutes of the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee on October 16, 
2013 

Introductions. Martha Berthelsen, Susan Heckly, Kevin McIlvenna, Brett Morris, Daniel Pellegrini, and 
Scott Stephan introduced themselves. James Hale, Kathleen Jennings, Webb Johnson and provided advance 
notice that they would not be able to attend the meeting. Jeff Skinner was absent.  Larry Gaines 
(Agricultural – Natural Resources Trust), Nancy Wenninger (Mount Diablo Audubon Society) and Nicole 
Kozicki (California Department of Fish and Wildlife) attended the meeting.  John Kopchik and Maureen 
Parkes (CCC Department of Conservation and Development) attended as staff. 
 
Review/Approve minutes from the August 21, 2013 meeting. The meeting minutes were approved as 
written.  
  
Public comment. None 
 
Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members.  Includes discussion on implementation 
of actions authorized previously, on correspondence received, and on upcoming meetings of interest to the 
FWC. 
 

• Maureen Parkes informed the committee that Kathleen Jennings, Webb Johnson and Jim Hale 
provided advance notice that they would not be able to attend the meeting today. 

• John Kopchik updated the Committee about the ten year anniversary of the Natural Community 
Conservation Planning Act (SB107) and the 30th anniversary of the first Habitat Conservation 
Plan which was celebrated on October 2nd at Roddy Ranch.  

 
Review letters of thanks and appreciation from 2013 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant 
awardees. The Committee reviewed the letters.  
 
Review and accept the progress report from the Friends of Alhambra Creek and consider a request 
for an extension of time for completing their 2012-2013 Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife 
Propagation Fund grant for their Alhambra Creek/Botanical/Habitat Trail project. The Committee 
reviewed and accepted the progress report and granted the request for an extension of time for completing 
the project. 
 
Review and accept the final report from the Mt. View Sanitary District on their “Understanding 
Movement Patterns and Habitat Use by Western Pond Turtles in a Constructed Wetland” project. 
The Committee reviewed and accepted the final report. 
 
Review letter of thanks and accept the final report from the Agricultural – Natural Resources Trust 
of Contra Costa County on their Riparian Restoration and Swainson’s Hawk Nest Improvement on 
Kellogg Creek project. Larry Gaines, representing  the Agricultural – Natural Resources Trust of Contra 
Costa County gave an informative overview, reported a 98% success rate on revegetation and answered 
questions regarding the project. The Committee reviewed the letter and accepted the final report.  
 
Consider developing an outline for recommendations and/or white paper on cats and wildlife. 
Nancy Wenninger informed the Committee that she will be speaking at the Mount Diablo Audubon 
Society regarding outdoor cats and their impact on wildlife on November 7th at 7 p.m. at Heather Farm.  
The Mount Diablo Audubon Society has developed a brochure regarding outdoor cats and she will bring 
it to the next FWC meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 



Continue to discuss the 2014 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Request for Proposals (RFP) 
application packet and grant process. Authorize staff to circulate the RFP application packet.   The 
Committee discussed in detail changes to the RFP requiring more accountability from grant recipients.  
Staff stated that they felt that the proposed changes were necessary to comply with Accounting Best 
Practices. The Committee authorized staff to circulate the RFP application and packet and will assess the 
effect that the changes have on the submittal of applications. 
 
Review draft 2013 annual report to the Board of Supervisors.  The Committee reviewed the draft 
annual report and requested that staff add the volunteer work that members do in the community. 
 
Continue to discuss the Wildlife in Your Backyard brochure. The item was continued. 
 
Discuss outcome of the September 26, 2013 Fall Forum and consider plans and potential speakers 
for next year. The Committee discussed the outcome of the Fall Forum: the success of the Mobile Fish 
Exhibit, the good attendance and the great food prepared by Danny Pellegrini and his crew.  They set 
September 25, 2014 as the tentative date for the next annual Fall Forum.  
 
Determine the agenda for the next meeting.  The next regular meeting date is November 20, 2013.  
Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:  
• Presentation by the East Bay Regional Park District on the Movement Patterns and Habitat Use  by 

the Western Pond Turtle project  (November 2013) 
• Consider developing recommendations and/or a white paper on rodenticide use in the County.  
• Presentation on problem weeds.  

 
Adjourn 



An important message from
Mount Diablo Audubon Society

WE
LOVE
CATS!

Mount Diablo Audubon Society
P.O. Box 53, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0053

www.diabloaudubon.com/index.php

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OUTDOOR 
CAT A HAPPY INDOOR CAT*
ß Although it takes patience, an outdoor cat can 
become a perfectly content indoor pet. Whether you 
make the transition gradually or all at once, the key is 
to provide lots of attention and stimulation while the 
cat is indoors.
ß Share periods of special play time to substitute for 
outside excursions.
ß Offer inter-
esting toys, es-
pecially those 
which are inter-
active. Some cats 
enjoy searching 
for toys; they also 
enjoy ping pong 
balls, paper bags 
and cardboard boxes.
ß Cat condos offer interesting places to lounge, play 
and scratch. Also provide scratching posts, corru-
gated cardboard or sisal rope and praise your cat for 
using them.
ß Provide fresh greens for safe grazing as an alterna-
tive to damaging house plants. 
ß You might wish to provide an outdoor covered 
enclosure to minimize the dangers of being outside. 
Check out the following products:

Cat Enclosure Kit, www.edpets.com
Kitty Walk, www.midnightpass.com
SafeCat Outdoor Enclosure, www.just4cats.com

ß Trim your cat’s claws every one to two weeks to 
minimize damage to furniture.
ß Provide one litter pan per cat and scoop the litter 
pan at least once daily.
* Cats Indoors! and The American Bird Conservancy

and Birds, too!

HOW YOU CAN HELP
ß Keep your cat indoors and encourage others 
to do the same. If you are unwilling to keep your 
cat indoors, do not attract birds to your yard with 
feeders, bird houses or birdbaths.
ß Do not rely on bells or declawing to prevent 
successful hunting; they are largely ineffectual. 
Declawed cats can bat prey to the ground and bite 
it. Once bitten, the prey will likely die.
ß Spay or neuter your cat, and don’t feed other out-
door cats. Feeding will not diminish hunting and will 
tend to form high densities of cats which adversely 
impact wildlife.
ß Never abandon unwanted cats. Instead, take them 
to your local animal shelter to give them the best pos-
sible chance of adoption into loving, lifelong homes.

“Please do not allow the prospect of euthanasia 
to deter you from trapping cats. If you leave them 
where they are, they will almost certainly die a 
painful death. A painless injection is far kinder 
than any fate that feral cats will meet if left to 
survive on their own.”

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)

Open Admission Shelters
These facilities will receive homeless animals.

Contra Costa County Animal Services (East)
4800 Imhoff Way, Martinez, CA 94553
(925) 335-8300

Contra Costa County Animal Services (West)
910 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564
(510) 374-3966

Antioch Animal Services
300 L Street, Antioch, CA 94509
(925) 779-6989

The best way to keep cats 

healthy and protect wildlife 

and human health is to

keep cats indoors.
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS IS NO PLACE 
FOR CATS
According to the American Bird Conservancy, outdoor 
cats—even well-cared-for cats—face an extraordinary 
array of dangers:
ß Cars kill millions of cats each year in the US and 
maim countless others. 
ß Cats find poisonous chemicals on treated lawns, in 
rat/mice bait and in antifreeze. 
ß Outdoor cats are injured or killed by free-roaming 
dogs, wildlife and other cats, and contract fatal dis-
eases transmitted by bites and scratches from infected 
animals.
ß Animal control agencies report situations where 
cats have been burned, stabbed or otherwise hurt by 
malicious humans. 
ß Cats are caught in traps set for other animals and 
may be injured or suffer before being released.
ß Unaltered outdoor cats are the main source of 
overpopulation. In warm climates such as ours, a fe-
male cat can have three litters per year with 4 to 6 
kittens per litter, causing millions of unwanted cats 
to be euthanized at animal shelters each year. Dealing 
with this preventable tragedy costs taxpayers millions 
of dollars each year. 
ß According to The Humane Society of the United 
States, free-roaming cats typically live less than five 
years, whereas cats kept exclusively indoors can live 
to 17 or more years of age. 

CATS AND DISEASE
ß Unvaccinated cats can transmit diseases to other 
cats, native wildlife and humans. Cats are the domes-
tic animal most frequently reported to be rabid to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Cats are 
also suspected of spreading fatal feline diseases to na-
tive wild cats such as the mountain lion and bobcat.
Plague is transmitted primarily by wild rodent fleas 
which can infect cats. In recent years, almost all hu-
man cases of pneumonic plague have been linked to 
domestic cats. 
ß Toxoplasmosis is caused by a tiny parasite which 
resides in cats’ intestinal tract and is expelled in the 
feces. If contracted by a pregnant woman in her first 
trimester, the disease can cause abortion of the fetus 
or blindness, retardation or seizures in the newborn.

LET’S KEEP OUR PETS

AND WILDLIFE SAFE!

CATS AND WILDLIFE 
Recent scientific studies estimate that in the US each 
year outdoor cats kill 1.4‒3.7 billion birds and up to 20 
billion mammals, reptiles and amphibians. On aver-
age, each cat kills from two to four birds each month. 
(The impact of free-ranging domestic cats on wildlife 
of the United States, Scott R. Loss, Tom Will & Peter P. 
Marra, Nature Communications, January 2013).

Cats Are Not a Natural Part of Ecosystems
ß Descended from European and African wild cats 
and domesticated in Egypt more than 4,000 years 
ago, cats may be the most widespread and efficient 
predator in the world. 
ß Cats are hard-wired to hunt. Despite beliefs to 
the contrary, even well-fed cats hunt and kill wildlife. 
Birds that nest or feed on the ground, such as Califor-
nia Quail, are the most susceptible to cat predation, 
as are the nestlings and fledglings of many other bird 
species.
ß Most birds that seem to escape don’t survive cat at-
tacks. Cats carry many types of bacteria and viruses in 
their mouths. A victim that looks perfectly healthy may 
die from internal hemorrhaging or injury to vital organs.

It’s Our Job to Protect Wildlife

CAT COLONIES
ß While seemingly humane, “managed” cat colo-
nies are the wrong solution. They become a dumping 
ground for unwanted cats and a reservoir for diseases, 
some of which pose a serious threat to human health. 
The Trap-Neuter-Release strategy has not been 
shown to either reduce the cat population problem or 
prevent predation on wildlife.
ß Cats can have significant impacts on local wild-
life populations, especially in habitat “islands” such 
as parks and wildlife refuges. Well-meaning visitors 
regularly feed stray (lost or abandoned) or feral cats 
(descendants of strays living in the wild), but this food 
also attracts other wildlife and supports an artificially 
high number of predators which can decimate sensi-
tive species.

ß California Quail, our state bird, has seen a decline 
in population in recent years. Why? One major fac-
tor is an increased number of predators that prey on 
the quail’s young and eggs. Well-meaning visitors to 
our city and regional parks regularly feed feral cats, 
raccoons, foxes and other animals, but this extra food 
brings in more predators and allows the park to artifi-
cially support more predators that then turn to other 
local wildlife as a additional food sources.

CATS INDOORS!

Safer for Cats

Safer for Birds



DRAFT 11-14-13 
 
Advisory Body Name: Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife  
Advisory Body Meeting Time/Location:  3rd Wednesday of every month, 3 – 5 pm 
2475 Waterbird Way County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunch room  
Chair: Daniel Pellegrini                                                       
Staff: John Kopchik and Maureen Parkes  
Reporting Period: January 2013 – December 2013                                                                    
1.  Activities and Accomplishments:  The Fish and Wildlife Committee (Committee) met monthly to discuss matters related to 
fish and wildlife issues in Contra Costa County.   The Committee is responsible for running a grant program that expends the 
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Funds (funds that are collected by the CA Department of Fish and Game for code violations).  
The Committee also hosts an annual Fall Forum to raise awareness among people working in law enforcement, environmental 
restoration, education and outreach about fish and wildlife issues.  
Grant Program:  The Committee received 15 proposals for funding during the regular grant cycle.  The Committee reviewed the 
proposals, interviewed applicants and selected 11 proposals to recommend to the Board. Grants ranged from $160 to $19,140.  
The Committee reviewed progress and final reports and extended invitations to grantees to give presentations.  
Outreach: The Committee hosted the annual Fall Forum that is open to the public and encourages people involved in Fish and 
Wildlife law enforcement issues in Contra Costa County to attend.  Invited attendees included representatives of the California 
Department of Fish and Game, Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s Office, the 
East Bay Regional Park District Police and the Board of Supervisors.  Participants have indicated that the Fall Forums have been 
helpful in raising awareness and fostering cooperation on fish and wildlife issues and law enforcement.  More than 90 people 
attended.  
Volunteer Activities: Several members volunteer in the community with other organizations that are interested in fish and 
wildlife issues.  Martha Berthelsen - Steering Committee for SPAWNERS; Jim Hale - CC Integrated Pest Management 
Committee, CC Watershed Forum, Friends of the Creeks, lectures and leads interpretive natural and cultural history hikes and 
rescues orphaned/injured wildlife; Susan Heckly - Lindsey Wildlife Museum and CCC Master Gardener; Kathleen Jennings - 
Mt. View Sanitary District’s Special Advisory Committee for the Peyton Slough Wetlands Advisory Committee ; Webb Johnson 
- Waterbird Tours Alcatraz Island (National Park Service) and Farallones National Marine Sanctuary; Kevin MacIlvenna –
Friday Morning Breakfast Club (FMBC);  Danny Pellegrini - Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Board of 
Trustees, East Bay Regional Park District Park Advisory Committee,  Sheriff’s Posse of Contra Costa County (Barbeque 
Captain) and the Martinez Sportsmens Club. 
Brochure: The Committee updated and distributed the Wildlife in Your Backyard brochure. 

Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to Fish and Wildlife in Contra Costa County and had 
presentations and a field trip which included:  
• Three presentations regarding the use of rodenticides by Vince Guise - Department of Agriculture/Weights and Measures, 

Stella McMillin - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Wildlife Investigations Laboratory, and Brian Murphy and 
Nancy Wenninger - Mount Diablo Audubon Society. 

• Presentation on the Understanding Movement Patterns and Habitat Use by Western Pond Turtles in a Constructed Wetland 
project by Jeff Alvarez, Mt. View Sanitary District.  

• Presentation on the McNabney Marsh Algae Bloom Study by Kelly Davidson, Mt. View Sanitary District. 
• Field trip to Moorhen Marsh to view the western pond turtle project and McNabney Marsh to view the toxic algae bloom led 

by Jeff Alvarez and Kelly Davidson, Mt. View Sanitary District. 
• Three presentations on Free Ranging Cats, Wildlife and Wildlife Rehabilitation by Nancy Wenninger - Mount Diablo 

Audubon Society, Susan Heckly - FWC member, and Glenn Howell – Animal Services Department. 
• Presentation on the Illegal Dumping Flash Cam by Jose Avila, Environmental Health. Accomplishments included four 

citations for illegal dumping, prevention of 28 illegal dumpings from occurring, 13 voluntary compliance to remove and 
properly disposed of their garbage, closure of three unpermitted tire shops, discovery of six unpermitted transfer stations in 
West County, and 99% reduction of illegal dumping near or at storm drains. 

• Presentation at the Fall Forum on East Bay Regional Parks District mobile fish exhibit by James Wilson, East Bay Regional 
Park District. Attendees viewed the mobile fish exhibit at the Martinez Regional Shoreline. 

2.  Attendance/Representation The Fish and Wildlife Committee consists of ten members.  Each supervisor appoints a member 
and the Internal Operations Committee appoints four members and one alternate.  The term for a member is two years. The 
Committee meets monthly. They met 11 times at which a quorum was always present.  There was one cancelled meeting due to 
lack of items. The members were:  Martha Berthelsen (D-1), Susan Heckly (D-II), Kevin McIlvenna (D-III), Brett Morris (D-
IV), Daniel Pellegrini (D-V), James Hale (At-Large), Kathleen Jennings (At-Large), Jeff Skinner (At-Large), Webb Johnson 
(At-Large) and Scott Stephan (At-Large Alternate). 
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DRAFT 11-14-13 
 
3.  Training/Certification At monthly meetings committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and 
wildlife in Contra Costa County and had 10 presentations and one field trip (see Activities/Accomplishments). All members 
have viewed the required videos “The Brown Act and Better Government Ordinance – What You Need to Know as a 
Commission, Board or Committee Member” and “Ethics Orientation for County Officials.” Certifications are on file for all of 
the members.  
4.  Proposed Work Plan/Objectives for Next Year  

 

(1) Fish and Wildlife Committee Operations: 
• Develop and refine Work Plan (working document in constant development). 
• Maintain FWC membership by advertising vacancies and forwarding applications to the Internal Operations 

Committee.   
• Seek to coordinate with other Fish and Wildlife Committees on regional matters. 
• Coordinate with Contra Costa Watershed Forum. 

(2) Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations Committee for the 
appropriation of funds from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund to support fish and wildlife projects in the 
community: 
• Conduct grant program to solicit proposals, evaluate their relative merits, and recommend funding for projects which 

will contribute most to the fish and wildlife resources of the County. 
• Develop and advertise FWC grant program by: 1) Reviewing past Request for Proposals (RFP), funding applications; 

and 2) Developing new RFP, funding application deadline, and funding priorities and distributing these materials to 
the media, to the FWC mailing list and RFP mailing list, and to anyone else who request them. 

• Develop an enhanced marketing plan to increase outreach to schools in the future.  
• Work with agencies, organizations, and individuals to help them plan and develop projects suitable for support from 

the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund. 
• Monitor the efficacy of the grant disbursement process. 
• Review funding applications received. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations 

Committee for the awarding of grants. 
• Follow-up on projects that receive funding to assure that projects proceed as proposed.  One way the FWC will do this 

is to extend invitations to prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients to future meetings to give status 
reports, outcomes and presentations regarding their projects.  

• Send out a letter to grant recipients requesting project status reports.  
(3) Fish and Wildlife Committee projects (develop and prioritize a list of projects for potential FWC involvement; 

select projects for FWC involvement and provided appropriate support, including: initiation, planning, 
consultation, and/or funding): 
• Make recommendations to the Board on awarding Certificates of Appreciation for significant contributions to the fish 

and wildlife resources of the County. 
• Consider a possible Wildlife Forum. 

(4) Improve enforcement of fish and game laws and regulations; increase flow of money into the Fish and Wildlife 
Propagation Fund: 
• Review status reports on Fish and Game Code enforcement in Contra Costa County. Consider advising the Board on 

trends.  
• Help assure that, when appropriate, a portion of fines from violations of laws designed to protect fish and wildlife 

resources is deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund.  Promote awareness of the harm caused by violation 
of fish and wildlife regulations and the value of enforcement.  

• Host a Fall Forum with law enforcement officials (CA Dpt. of Fish and Game, Sheriff’s Dpt., District Attorney’s 
Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police) to discuss fish and 
wildlife issues and enforcement. 

(5) Monitor and advise the Board on projects that may affect fish and game resources in the county: 
• Attend field trips to see major restoration projects and prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients’ 

projects in the County. 
• Consider tours of ECCCHC properties, Marsh Creek Fish Ladder, Walnut Creek Drop Structure, Dow Wetlands and 

Chelsea Wetlands at Pinole.  
(6) Develop policy recommendations (“white papers”) on fish and wildlife issues: 

• Update FWC’s “Wildlife in Your Backyard” pamphlet.  
• Discuss rodenticide use in the County. 
• Discuss problem weeds. 
• Discuss wildlife and human interaction / interface. 
• Discuss public education on reducing the impact of cats on wildlife. 
• Discuss the Bay Delta Conservation Plan and proposal for water conveyance tunnels under the Delta. 
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